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NEW MATHE~lATICS OPTION
SUBJECT OF $85,756 GRANT

The development of a new option in the mathematics doctoral program at the University
of r·lontana is the subject of a two-year $85,756 grant from the National Science Foundation.
Dr. Robert rtcKelvey, UTI mathematics professor and director of the project, said the
grant is a continuation of the program initiated in 1971 at UI1.
"The ne\'>' 'mathematical sciences option' in the doctoral program is intended as a ne\v
departure in the training of undergraduate college teachers and others who may be termed
'general practitioners' in mathematics," McKelvey said.
TI1e project has several distinctive features, I JeKel vey noted, including:
--a broader, less specialized curriculum than in the research-oriented program,
emphasizing the place of mathematics in the sciences and the historian's view of the
modern mathematical era.
--new departures in thesis research, such as, a survey of a developing mathematical
subject, or a presentation of the mathematical side of a multidisciplinary effort.
--a teaching intern program, emphasizing the responsibilities of the college mathematics teacher for the synthesis and communication of knowledge, and for continuing selfdevelopment tnroughout his professional career.
i-IcKel vey said a number of new graduate courses and seminars have been introduced into
tile UI\1 mathematics curriculum as a result of the grant.
"The grant, which will continue through June 1975, pays not only for a portion of four
faculty members' salaries, but also provides for a number of teaching assistantships,"
r.tcKel vey
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